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dance and even now it is current amongst them except those
residing nearabout Bombay. Nowadays the Sonkolis round-
about Bombay protest against and disown this dance as it
depicts their excessive drinking habit. It is a dance imitating
a boat being rowed in the open sea.
The dancing members of the group stand side by side in
two rows, excepting the nakhava* the captain and the Kolln*
the fisherwornan, who are in between the two rows. Placing
the left hand on the hip and holding a kerechief in the right
hand, which is swayed in accordance with the movements of
the feet, the Kolln always makes a sideward movement sligh-
tly changing the direction each time, the feet while separating
and coming together nearly brushing the ground. The
nakkava has a glass in the right hand arid a bottle of ' liquor *
in the left. He frequently pours out ' the liquor ' from the
bottle into the glass and drinks it off and on, and offers the
same to the Kolln each time. He is, however, careful to pour
the l liquor' in small quantities as he is anxious to see that
it lasts till the end of the show. He, at times, tries to co-
ordinate his movements with those of the Kolln but he is more
particular about his acting a drunkard.
The dancers, who form the two rows are, on the
contrary, very particular about the uniformity of movement.
It is a team work and more perfect it is more it is enjoyed
by the spectators as well as by the participants. With
the miniature oars in their hands they imitate the rowing
of a boat, now in full swing, now in a lull. With their bodies
swaying backwards and forwards in full unison, they
create a plastic picture of a boat tossing on the waves of
the sea.
The der'd dance. The dance derives its name from the
big earthen pot used in the dance to produce a humming
sound. A big earthen pot is known as dera in Marathi.
The goidan and the nanda stand side by side each
holding a strip of a palm-leaf attached to the mouth of the
dera. These are the only persons who dance.
Their movements are few and simple. Th^S move si-
multaneously once to the right and once to the left taking
short sideward steps, and sliding their fingers on the palm